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During the June 7 ceremony honoring Senator Stevens and 
Senator Allen, the sponsors of the U.S. Senate Resolution 
361, presidential cum surveying history was present on the 
steps of the National Capitol building. It was present in the 
form of plaques reminiscent of President Lincolnõs presence in 
Kentucky.  These history-imbued plaques, specially made for 
the June 7 ceremony, were presented to the two senators  and 
the Vice-Presidentõs office by representatives of the Kentucky 
State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Land 
Surveyors and of the Kentucky Association of Professional 
Surveyors (KAPS). The circumstances were eminently appro-
priate: Lincoln, himself a surveyor during his younger years 
and being of the same political affiliation as the two resolu-
tion sponsors, would have applauded the proclamation of a 
National Surveyorsõ Week. 

The plaques were made from wood provided by the National 
Parks Serviceõs  Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic 
Site located at Hodgenville, LaRue County, Kentucky. The 
wood was taken from a white oak known as the òBoundary Oak.ó 
The magnificent tree was a documented corner of Sinking 
Springs farm, where Abraham Lincoln was born 

The famous Boundary Oak is in a painting by LaRue County 
artist Otis Polly, thus memorializing the treeõs place in the 
history of the Lincoln family. According to Park Servicesõ 
documents, òThis white oak is the same boundary oak used 
in previous surveys as a starting point and is the same which 
stands today as one of the principal identifying features in the 
deed of conveyance of Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National 
Historic Site to the United States in 1916.ó

The same writings document the existence of the boundary 
marker from when it was a mere oak sprout in 1781 to the time 
of its demise in the late 1970s [www.sps.gov/abli/]. The bound-
ary tree was 196 years old when it died. Because of the his-
toric significance of the oak, the National Parks Service cut its 
lumber for preservation at the Hodgenville Park visitorõs center. 

The historic Boundary Oak died of natural causes in 1976. 
Standing in its shadow was once the log cabin where Lincoln 
was born. The cabin could not be preserved in place, but the 
tree that stood sentinel over it carried the memory of the boy 
who would become a president into the twenty-first century.  

The Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors, guided by 
Vic McCauley, KAPS member and historian, conducted a ceremony 
to perpetuate the position of the boundary tree by setting a GPS 
monument at the erstwhile location of the white oak.
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